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railway was subjected to great pressure, such as attended
the transport of troops to the East.
The overhaul of the line was commenced immediately,
and the question of doubling the track taken into serious
consideration. This latter work is now in progress, and it
is estimated that this task alone will represent a prodigious
expenditure.
The effect of the railway upon the movement of traffic
around the northern hemisphere became manifested imme-
diately. There \vere twro ways in which China and the
East generally could be gained from Europe. One route
was by steamer all the way via the Suez Canal, the second
was by way of the Atlantic, across America by rail, and by
steamship across the Pacific. But the Trans-Siberian route
was far and away the shortest and quickest, and as the
campaign of overhaul is proceeding, acceleration is taking
place. Now it is possible to reach Shanghai from London
within 16 days, and one can encircle the northern half of
the world in less than 40 days.
The extreme precautions observed to preserve communi-
cation on the line are noteworthy. The whole railwray is
divided into sections, each measuring 1,174 yards in length,
Each station is provided with a cottage housing the station-
master, his family and the employees. Some 4000 of these
officials are scattered along the route between the Ural
Mountains and the city of Tomsk. The men have a
common uniform, w-hich is rather of a military appearance,
and it is no uncommon experience to hear passengers
unfamiliar with this feature remark that the line is guarded
from end to end by soldiers. As a matter of fact, it Is just
the same as if the various employees of our railways, such
as porters, signalmen, guards, ticket-collectors, and so
forth, were attired in khaki.